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described as the supporters of the State system, that vast
apparatus which lives at the expense of the rest of the popula-
tion. It would be a mistake to include all State officials within
this privileged group; it embraces only the members of the
higher categories, while minor officials, such as station-masters
and the like, live in the utmost distress like the public generally.
It goes without saying that the privileged group may be
subdivided into several subordinate categories. The more
essential a functionary is to the economic and political order
of the system, the higher is his rank in the hierarchy of the
privileged, at the head of which stand the rulers themselves,
members of the g.p.u., of the central organizations, of the higher
command, and the like. Shades of difference may be dis-
tinguished in the rationing even of these members of the
highest categories, a fact confirmed by every foreign observer
returning from the Soviet Union. Thus we hear that members
of the army are treated less well than those of the g.p.u. and
that officials of the Commissariat of Foreign Affairs and certain
other privileged departments of State occupy an exceptional
position compared with other officials in the capital.
The following account of the rationing of the various cate-
gories of the population is based in the main on information
supplied by a Swiss workman who, on his return after a long
stay in Russia, communicated it to the Neue Zilrcher Zeitung.
Since the autumn of 1933 there has been no substantial change.
The most exalted circle consists of those entitled to so-called
Kremlin rations. Kremlin radons are so liberal that ration cards
alone amply suffice for all needs; the prices which have to be
paid at the various distributing centres are so low that 75
roubles a month is quite enough for one person. The Soviet
aristocracy has further so-called food coupons, allowing it
to eat in the metropolitan restaurants; the price of a coupon is
i • 60 roubles, while the same food would cost 25 roubles if sold
free of control. Besides high Soviet officials the privileged class
also includes certain stars of the Moscow theatres, some of

